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· Students keep personal sketchbooks all year, including a journal-writing component
· At least seven weeks of the class are spent on the exploration of drawing topics and improving students’ drawing skills.

· Drawing topics include:

· Line drawing

· Light and dark shading

· Perspective/Depth
· Negative space

· Design/composition

· People/Faces

· Self portrait
· Still life

· Outdoor sketching

· Drawings are done in a variety of media--pencil, colored pencil, charcoal, pastel, oil pastel, marker, and pen & ink
· Students study the Elements of Art and Principles of Design 
· Students spend three weeks creating 3-D works from mixed media or clay, including:

· Students design school yearbook cover designs, incorporating the theme of the year
· Students create a series of  self-portraits in various techniques 
· Students created multi-media collages
· At least seven weeks of the class are spent on the exploration of Acrylic Painting

· Students study color, color theory, painting techniques, and history

· Students paint from life and from photo references 
· Printmaking

· When a block printing technique is used, several stages of the prints are achieved, including multi-layer color reduction prints

· When an etching technique is used, students print in various colors and use watercolor and colored pencils to hand-color the prints

· Students create intricate pen and ink Medieval-style Manuscript Illuminations

· Students create Cut-Art designs using scissors and brightly colored paper
· Some years, a Matisse-style shape picture is achieved

· Some years, a Chinese-style symmetrical design is created

· The whole class goes on a field trip to the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, studying painting and sculpture from the permanent collection, including sketching in the galleries

· Presentation and display of artwork-all students select some of their artworks from the class, and mount them in a display for the End-of-Year Art Show
